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permit advice to be given from the Colonial Office to the London
agents of the conspirators, and rashest of all, towards the end of Septem-
ber, his officials had, with his knowledge, given them a strong hint
that their projected coup should come quickly or be postponed
indefinitely, since in the coming year the Imperial Government was
likely to have its hands too full to give attention to their affairs. This
gave Rhodes a special excuse for saying that by hustling him at an
inconvenient moment, Chamberlain had contributed to the fiasco :1
and in fact his wrath had overflowed when Chamberlain telegraphed
to warn him that if Dr. Jameson broke loose with his troopers, the
Charter of the South African Company would be in danger.2 From
that moment he appears to have vowed that if he went down Chamber-
lain should go down too.
1  On December 12 Miss Flora Shaw, after an interview at the Colonial
Office, cabled to Rhodes " delay dangerous, sympathy now complete."   On
December 20 Rochefort Maguire cabled to Lionel Phillips, " urging instant
flotation new Company," i.e. that the revolution should take place immedi-
ately.   Upon this, Rhodes and Beit sent the word to Johannesburg, but with
highly disconcerting results.   Anxious emissaries immediately started for
Groote Schuur, Rhodes's residence in Cape Town, and on their arrival reported
confusion in the ranks of the Uitlanders and a great reluctance among some
of them to being brought under British rule.   Rhodes, in very doubtful
conformity with his promises to Chamberlain, gave them " perfectly satis-
factory assurances that the Union Jack would not be forced upon them,"
but they nevertheless informed him that the original plan was abandoned.
On Saturday, December 28, Rhodes told Graham Bower, the Imperial
Secretary, that "the revolution had fizzled out like a damp squib."   Dr.
Jameson seems to have supposed that he could bring the Uitlanders to the
point and dispose of Kruger by one and the same stroke.
Fairfield, Chamberlain's secretary said that in talking to Rochefort Maguire
he had used every argument possible to procure postponement, but admitted
that at the end of the argument he did say that, " if an Uitlanders outbreak
was inevitable, the sooner it came the better." This seems to have been
interpreted as " now or never."
2 This telegram arrived too late.   It appears to have been sent on a hint
from Hawksley, the Chartered Company's solicitor, that " in spite of the
breakdown of the revolution, Rhodes might be driven into an attitude of
frenzy and unreason and order Dr. Jameson, to go in with the Company's.
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